Living Hope – Equipping Track


Welcome to Your New Life!

Welcome!

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”

Matthew 13:45-46

In this simple story Jesus likens finding the kingdom of heaven to finding a pearl of great value. Having found the pearl, it is worth giving up everything you have in order to possess it. It is like this with the kingdom of heaven. In one sense it costs you nothing to enter the kingdom; salvation is a free gift that can never be earned (see Ephesians 2:8-9). In another sense, it does cost you all you have because you must place your life fully into the hands of Jesus to be saved (see Luke 14:33).

The message of the gospel, the ‘good news’, is truly a message of new life (see Acts 5:20). When anyone trusts Jesus Christ as his or her Saviour they become a new creation; a new, spiritual life begins!

	Write out 2 Corinthians 5:17  
	     

	     


Beginnings

The Apostle Peter (also called Simon Peter) was one of Jesus’ twelve chosen disciples and also a member of his special core group of three. Peter was with Jesus throughout the 3½  years of his preaching ministry. He wrote two letters (referred to as 1 Peter and 2 Peter) addressed to Christians everywhere. We will look at a passage from his first letter that speaks to new believers.

Read 1 Peter 1:13 – 1 Peter 2:3.

The word “redeem” means “to buy back”, like selling a piece of precious jewellery to a pawnbroker, then gaining enough money yourself to buy it back again.

Question: From what have we been redeemed with the precious blood of Christ?

	     

	     


Compare this with Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” Every Christian has left behind the old life without meaning and purpose, and has received a new life, filled with the purpose of God. 

Question: How does Peter describe the process of becoming a Christian in 1 Peter 1:23?

	     

	     


In 1 Peter 2:2-3 Peter describes new believers as new born spiritual babies.

Question: What should spiritual babies crave for, and why?

	     


The word of God is pure, spiritual milk.

New Relationships

	Write out John 3:16  
	     

	     

	     


Read John 17:3. Write a definition of “eternal life”:

	     

	     


When you submitted your life to Christ and became a Christian, you began a brand new life. The relationship with God, for which all of us are made, was restored. God became your heavenly Father, and Jesus became your Lord. This is what makes someone a Christian, not names, baptisms or church attendance, but a personal relationship with the Creator himself! Developing this relationship will lead to a fruitful Christian life. We must spend time with him, get to know him, learn to hear his voice, recognise and obey his guiding, and learn how to deal with anything (sin) that may spoil the relationship.

A New Family

Every baby has a family! When you were “born again” you were adopted into God’s family (see Ephesians 3:14-15). On earth in this present age, God’s family is called “the church”.

	Write out Romans 12:4-5  
	     

	     

	     

	     


It is sometimes said, “You don’t have to go to church to be a Christian”. People who say this do not know God or his word! Jesus commanded his disciples to love one another (see John 13:34-35). We can’t love one another unless we spend time together. Please note that the proper meaning of “church” is “a called out people”. Though we often refer to a building as “church” we really mean the building where a particular group of people (i.e. church) meet together.

You need to spend time with members of your new family in order to grow in your new spiritual life. Through meeting together for worship and teaching on Sundays, and also being part of a small group community, you will receive the help and support you need.

Memory Verse: John 3:16

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Instructions: Write this verse on a piece of paper or card, verse on one side, reference on the other. Take it with you and look at it frequently. Take a week to memorise it properly.
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